ASPHYXIA.

stated In tlie Administration Report for 1882-83, tliat tlie
loss of life from wild animals was 139, and as this appears
to "be the average annual number, it may be fairly assumed
that at least 2,160 of the deaths were reported as having
occurred from, snake bite.    In 1883 the total number of
deaths was 541,930, so one death in every 58 occurred from
suicide, accidental drowning, or snake bite.  Now snake bite
Is a cause of death, which it Is very easy to assign, and, as
probably in 9 cases out of 10, the body is not sent for
medical examination, It Is not possible to disprove It.    If,
however, snake bites are excluded from the  calculation,
there were 6,985 deaths from drowning alone, either acci-
dental or suicidal, or one death in every* 77 was reported
as having happened from one of these two causes.     It
seems almost incredible that so large a proportion of deaths
should be due to these causes only.    On examining the
figures of drowning more closely, it appears that out of the
accidental deaths from drowning amongst adults, the pro-
portion of females to males is as 3 to 2 ; amongst children,
the proportion of females to males is about equal, the males
being somewhat in excess; again, by dividing the deaths
between adults and chijdren, almost one-half of the deaths
are found to be of children.    That the proportion of females
Is greater than males can be understood, because females
are principally employed in drawing water from unfenced
wells, and the excess amount, or about 600, is probably due
to this cause.    But why is it that the remainder, viz., about
1,000 of each sex are accidentally drowned, and why is it
that there are so many children drowned, who certainly aro
not so much employed in drawing water as adults ?    There
Is reason to fear that a large proportion of these reported ac-
cidental drownings and deaths from snake  bite  are in.
reality murders.    Dr. Chevers, in Ms work on medical juris-
prudence, says :   f The latter gentleman (Mr. Alexander) In-
formed me that when he first went to Chumparun, lie was
astonished at the number of persons reported daily to have
died from drowning.    The persons so dying were princi-
pally women and female children*   It struck him as guspi-
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